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Agenda 

• Korea 

• China 

• Hong Kong 

• Japan 

• Taiwan 

• India 

• Thailand 

• Vietnam 

• Singapore 

• Malaysia 

• Indonesia 
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Korea’s Complex Decision Tree 

1. Korean national MRL 

2. Codex MRL if established for specific commodity.  

Korea does not accept Codex crop group MRLs. 

3. Lowest MRL for commodities in the same Korean crop 

subgroup as the commodity in question. 

4. Lowest MRL for commodities in the same Korean crop 

group as the commodity in question. 

5. “Other Agricultural Product” MRL 

6. Lowest MRL established for the pesticide 
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USDA-EPA MRL Database 

www.mrldatabase.com 



Korea New National MRL Regulation Will Be Established in 2016 
 

• New regulation will eliminate Codex deferral and complicated Korean 

decision tree MRLs 

• MRLs not registered for use in Korea will be eliminated 

– “List of Pesticide and Veterinary Drug MRLs to be Deleted” 

• Applications for import MRLs are due by November 2014 

– Regulation implementation will be delayed as long as applications are still being 

reviewed 

• Application data requirements 

– Summary of residue trials translated into Korean 

– Toxicology summary reports are needed if the pesticide has not been previously 

reviewed by Korea’s Ministry of Food and Drug Safety (MFDS) 
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http://www.kfda.go.kr/eng/index.do?boardSeq=67852&mode=view&nMenuCode=15&searchKeyCode=130


Korea (continued) 

• An Example for Cherries of Korean MRLs likely to be revoked by 

2016. 

• Additional information 

– MFDS harmonizing crop groups with Codex 

– After 2016 implementation, plan to adopt new Codex MRLs 

– Publishing list of chemicals exempt from MRL requirement in near future 

• MFDS to sponsor MRL Symposium annually in Korea prior to 

Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues (CCPR) meeting 
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Cherrry Korean MRL Analysis.xlsx


China 

• Institute for the Control of Agrochemicals (ICAMA), Ministry of 

Agriculture 

– December 2012 meeting with ICAMA in Washington DC 

– ICAMA presentation at CCPR meeting in May 2013 

• 2,293 MRLs covering 322 pesticides in 260 crops or food groups 

have been established and implemented as of March 1, 2013. 

– Not many needed by US growers; focus on Chinese domestic registrations 

– Intent to establish import MRL procedures in future. 

– Accelerating conversion of Codex standards to national standards; over 1000 

Codex MRLs adopted into national regulation in 2013. 

– Planning to reach 7000 total MRLs established by 2017. 
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Does China defer to Codex MRLs when a national MRL is not established??? 

• Probably……………….No Official Documentation 

 

• May consider on a case-by-case basis other countries’ MRLs such as US, EU 

and Australia…………….No Official Documentation 

 

• Bottom line…. have not been able to obtain a definitive answer from 

Chinese authorities. 
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Hong Kong New National MRL Regulation in 2014 

• Will enter force August 1, 2014 

• Until then Codex MRLs apply 

• Adopted Codex MRLs as well as accepting many requests made 

by US growers in 2012 

• More import MRLs still needed to meet US grower needs 

• USDA FAS/EPA submitted a number of import MRL priority 

requests in March 2013 
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Hong Kong Website with Good Information 

• Periodic technical meetings; latest was 

December 2012 

– Draft User Guidelines 

– Draft Guide to Proposals for New or 

Revised MRLs 

• http://www.cfs.gov.hk/english/whatsnew/

whatsnew_fstr/whatsnew_fstr_21_Pesti

cide.html 
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Hong Kong Guidelines 

• Pesticide Residues in Food Regulation (Cap 132 CM) – Draft User 

Guidelines 

– Interpretation and definitions of regulation 

– Interpretation of MRLs for processed and compounded food 

– Enforcement information 

• If a residue is detected for which there is no MRL, import and sale 

of food is only allowed if Director of Food and Environmental 

Hygiene (DFEH) determines level of residues is not dangerous to 

health.  DFEH will conduct a risk assessment. 
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Hong Kong Guidelines 

• Draft Guide to the Proposal for Addition or Revision of Maximum 

Residues Limits (MRLs) and Extraneous Maximum Residues Limits 

(EMRLs) and Addition of Exempted Pesticides under Pesticide 

Residues in Food Regulation (Cap. 132CM) 

– DFEH will update MRLs periodically as appropriate 

– Proposals for new or revised MRLs will be accepted and considered 

on a case-by-case basis 

– Will be incorporated in next updating exercise 

– Checklist of documents to be submitted 
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Hong Kong Draft Submission Requirements 

• Each proposal on one pesticide only but more than one commodity 

acceptable 

• No fee required 

• For pesticides currently listed in regulation data requirements 

include residue trial data and analytical methods 

• For pesticides not yet listed in regulation additional data 

requirements include the toxicological profile 

• Proposals for adding exempted pesticides also accepted 
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Japan MRL Regulation 

• Maintains national MRL regulation 

• Applies 0.01 ppm default MRL 

• Does not announce all changes to the WTO; English 

MRL database available 

• http://www.m5.ws001.squarestart.ne.jp/foundation/se

arch.html 
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Japan Testing and Enforcement 

• 1st Violation: Testing increases to 30% test and release on violator 

• Testing for other shippers of same commodity may increase as well 

• 2nd Violation:  Testing will go to 100% test and hold for entire industry 

• 60 clean shipments required 

• Key is to draft compliance plan and submit to Ministry of Health 

Labor and Welfare (MHLW) 
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Japan Change in Import Tolerance Policy 

• MHLW will accept import tolerance application before approved 

registration in exporting country 

• Registrants can now simultaneously apply for an EPA registration 

and a Japan import tolerance 

• Should significantly reduce time to obtain MRLs in Japan for new 

products and uses 

• One condition—MRLs in applicant country must be finalized before 

MRLs will be set in Japan regulation 
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• Maintains national MRL list 

• Many MRLs established over last few years 

• Provides WTO notifications 

• May be new opportunity to provide additional US priorities in near future 

• Testing and enforcement 

– 1st Violation: Testing increases to 20% test and release on violator 

– 2nd Violation: Testing increases to 100% test and hold on violator 

– 5 clean shipments required 

– Compliance plan from industry may be required 

 

 

Taiwan 
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• Maintains national MRL list 

• Defers to Codex when no national MRL established 

• Announced plan to review and rewrite Food Standards and Safety (FSS) 

regulation over next two years. 

– Announce to WTO by July 2014 and adopt in December 2014 

– Unclear if this will include pesticide residue MRLs 

– Will look to harmonize with Codex standards 

• Government panel recommends tougher standards on testing of imported 

fruits and vegetables 

India 
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• Maintains national MRL list 

• Defers to Codex MRLs when no national MRL established 

 

Thailand 

• Growing market for US exports 

• Maintains a national MRL list and defers to Codex 

• Overhauling food safety regulations 

 

Vietnam 
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• Maintains national MRL list 

• Defers to Codex MRLs when no national MRL established 

 

Singapore 

1. National MRL 

2. Codex MRL 

3. Default 0.01 ppm MRL 

 

Malaysia 

Indonesia 
• Maintains national MRL list 

 



Questions? 

Kimberly Berry 

kimb@bryantchristie.com 

206-292-6340  

8:00am – 5:00pm Pacific, Monday thru Friday 

 

Bryant Christie Inc. 

500 Union Street, Suite 701 

Seattle, WA  98101 
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